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GEF co-funded projects

1. The attached table lists a number of projects co-funded through the Global Environment Facility (GEF) that may have relevance to marine turtle conservation in the wider Indian Ocean and South-East Asia region.  The content is derived mostly from the GEF Website (www.gefweb.org).  To the extent that the information found there is accurate and up-to-date, it would appear that many of the projects are still in the development and approval phase.  (Unfortunately, there are grounds to suggest that many of the status reports are not up-to-date, which diminishes the value of the information presented in the table.  Nonetheless, it serves as a starting point for the collection of more recent information.)  

2. The list of GEF projects presented here is not comprehensive.  For instance, it does not include projects under the broad GEF headings ABiodiversity Enabling Activity@, ABiodiversity Country Studies@ or ABiodiversity Planning Support Programme@.  Moreover, the table also does not include, for the time being, numerous projects developed and undertaken by Governments and non-governmental organisations through independent financing.  

3. The table has been prepared to give an overview of projects that have the potential to yield long-term benefits for marine turtle conservation.  At the same time it gives an indication of where gaps may remain and where it could be opportune to try to develop suitable project activities.  It is hoped that participants attending the meeting in Bangkok will be in a position to provide more recent information on the status of some of these projects, and to supplement the table with details of other relevant projects of which they have knowledge. 

4. Over the medium term, the aim would be for the MoU Secretariat to compile a more comprehensive list of relevant projects, perhaps developing a database for this purpose, and to circulate the results after the meeting.  Signatory States would be encouraged to assist in efforts to populate the database and keep it as up-to-date as possible.
Sub-regional Collaboration

5.
The Memorandum of Understanding, in paragraphs 5 and 6 of its Basic Principles, notes that signatory States may establish bilateral, sub-regional or regional management plans, and provides for co-ordination of actions with sub-regional institutions.  The Manila (June 2001) conference touched on the subject of sub-regional collaboration (see document MT-IOSEA/SS.1/Inf. 3, agenda item 6).  It identified groupings of countries with certain affinities that might form logical sub-units for purposes of collaboration, as well as existing institutions that might facilitate cooperation at a sub-regional 

level. These include ASEAN (Association of Southeast Asian Nations), SACEP (South Asia Cooperative Environment Programme), IUCN (e.g. through its Sri Lankan-based Regional Biodiversity Conservation Office), PERGSA (Regional Organization for the Conservation of the Environment of the Red Sea and Gulf of Aden), ROPME  (Regional Organization for the Protection of the Marine Environment), UNEP (which provides the secretariat of the Nairobi Convention), SEACAM (Secretariat for Eastern African Coastal Area Management), and WIOMSA (Western Indian Ocean Marine Science Association), to give just some examples.

6.
It is hoped that the meeting will be in a position to explore some of these options for collaboration in more depth and to identify other alternatives not yet mentioned, at least in those sub-regions that will be well-represented in Bangkok.  The meeting is also expected to hear of recent efforts to develop a tri-national sea turtle programme for the Sulu-Sulawesi Marine Ecoregion, between Indonesia, Malaysia and the Philippines.







