Indian Ocean — South-East Asian Leatherback Turtle Assessment IOSEA Marine Turtle MoU — 2006

Status of leatherback turtles in Mauritius

By Mark Hamann and Mangar Vijay

1. The legal protection status for leatherback turtles

1.1. Overview

The Fisheries and Marine Resources Act 1988 makes provisions for the protection of marine turtles
and their eggs. Under Para 10 (1) c) of Section IV the sale and possession is also banned. The
Fisheries Protection Service of the Ministry of Fisheries and the National Coast Guard of the Mauritius
are responsible for enforcement.

2. Nesting populations
2.1. Overview
There are no records of leatherback turtle nesting in Mauritius (Mangar Vijay, pers. Comm.).

3. Foraging populations
There are no records of leatherback turtle foraging in Mauritius waters (Mangar Vijay, pers. Comm.).

86





